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SUBJECT: SOAMES ACCEPTS INVITATION TO VISIT PEKING 

AT THE REGULAR NOON BRIEFING FOR CORRESPONDENTS ON MARCH 19, 
AN EC SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED THAT EC COMMISSION VICE PRESIDENT 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, SIR CHRISTOPHER SOAMES, HAS ACCEPTED 
AN INVITATION EXTENDED BY THE INSTITUTE FOR FOREIGN RELATIONS 
IN PEKING AND PLANS TO VISIT THE PRC DURING THE FIRST HALF 
OF MAY. THROUGH THE EC SPOKESMAN, SOAMES EXPRESSED HIS SAT 
ISFACTION OVER THE INVITATION, POINTING OUT THAT IN A RECENT 
SPEECH TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, HE HAD UNDERSCORED THE 
COMMUNITY'S INTEREST IN DEVELOPING RELATIONS WITH CHINA. 
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